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Rail Safety Worker Requirements 

Category 3 Medical (or higher) (2) C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C

TLIF0020 Safely Access the Rail Corridor (2) C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C

Nat Comp Codes

Prepare to work Safely in the construction industry (White Card, Red card etc.) M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M

Statement of Attainment- Work safely at heights M M M M* M

Statement of Attainment Prepare surfaces by abrasive blasting (basic) M

Statement of Attainment Supervise asbestos removal M*

Statement of Attainment Remove friable asbestos M* M

Statement of Attainment Remove non-friable asbestos M* M

Statement of Attainment Enter confined space M M

Statement of Attainment Gas test atmospheres M

Statement of Attainment Supervise individual activities on demolition sites M

Statement of Attainment Collect pathology specimens other than blood M

Statement of Attainment Lead an emergency control organisation M

Statement of Attainment Apply first aid (5) M

Statement of Attainment  Perform inspection M M

Statement of attainment Work as a safety observer/spotter M*

Statement of Attainment  Working safely near live electrical apparatus M*

Statement of Attainment Control traffic with stop-slow bat M M

Statement of attainment Implement traffic management plans M

Statement of Attainment Communicate in the workplace M

Statement of Attainment Use hand and power tools M

Statement of Attainment Work safely and follow WHS policies and procedure M

Statement of Attainment Isolate and access plant M

Statement of Attainment Operate small plant and equipment M

Statement of Attainment Conduct local risk control M

Statement of Attainment Butt weld polyethylene plastic pipelines M

Diploma of Engineering - Advanced Trades M*

Bachelor Degree Bachelor of Surveying M

Certificate of Proficiency Hydraulic Fitter M*

Qualified Plumbing Trade M

Trade Tertiary Qualification - Boilermaker/Eng. Fabrication M M M

Certificate II in Glass and Glazing M

Certificate III in Air-conditioning and Refrigeration M

Certificate III in Automotive Electrical M

Certificate III in Bricklaying/Blocklaying M

Certificate III in Carpentry and/or Joinery M

Certificate III in Electronics M

Certificate III in Mechanic M

Certificate III in Formwork / Falsework M

Certificate III in On/Off Site Plant Repairers M

Certificate III in Steel Fixing M

Certificate III in Horticulture or Arboriculture M

Certificate III in Polymer Processing M

Certificate III in Telecommunications M

Certificate III in Concreting M M*

Certificate III in Flooring Technology M*

Certificate III in Demolition M

Certificate III in Fire Protection M

Certificate III in Pipe Laying M

Certificate III in Construction Waterproofing M*

Certificate III in Engineering - Fabrication Trade M*

Certificate IV: Engineering M*

Licence Requirements 
High Risk Licence to perform rigging advanced (RA) M M* M* M* M* M*

High Risk Licence to perform rigging basic (RB) M* M* M* M*

High Risk Licence to perform rigging intermediate level (RI) M* M* M* M*

High Risk Licence Perform Dogging (DG) M* M*

High Risk Licence Scaffolding Level - Intermediate (SI) M* M*

High Risk Licence Scaffolding Level - Advanced (SA) M M* M*

High Risk Licence Scaffolding Level - Basic (SB) M*

Electrical Licence M

High Risk Licence to perform scaffolding 

Licence National - Demolition (All Demolition) M*

Licence National - Demolition (Greater than 15m) M*

Licence National - Restriction Demolition (4m to 15m) M*

Contractor Licence: Plumber and Roof Plumber, Drainer, Gasfitter M

Licence National - Trade - Roofer M

Private security licence M

Licence National - Waterproofing Contractor M*

M = Required

M* = Group

C = Conditional

Key Notes:

1. The National - Civil Construction role is a mandatory requirement for all RIW cardholders who conduct work on the  in “Civil" site locations where the work is not considered Rail Safety Work with no potential risk to 

the current or future safe railway operations

2. The Relevant Network Operator Role is mandatory for RIW cardholders who has carried out, is carrying out, or is considered to be a rail safety worker or working in the Rail Corridor 

Rule

Mandatory to be uploaded

At least one competence from the group must be uploaded

Required for RIW cardholders who has carried out, is carrying out, or is considered to be a rail 

3. The information contained in this matrix is for reference only and could be subject to change from the Rail Transport Operators

4. If the applicable equivalent Unit of Competence (UoC) isn't an available option in the Competence grouping in the RIW system, please contact info@riw.net.au to request a review and update



Auto Electrician - National

Boilermaker - National

Bricklayer - National

Carpenter - National

Electrician - National

Electronic Trades - National

Site plant repairer/maintainer - National

Formworker - National

Mechanic - National

Plumber - National

Refrigeration - National

Rigger - National

Scaffolder - National

Sheet Metal Worker - National

Steel Fixer - National

Abrasive Blaster - National

Arborist - National

Asbestos Removalist 

Belt Technician - National

Civil Labourer - National

Cleaner - National

Communication Technician - National

Concreter 

Confined Space Worker - National

Demolition Worker - National

Driller Offsider - National

Drug Testing Officer - National

Fencing Contractor - National

Fire Protection Worker - National

Role Descriptors 

Installs, tests, connects, commissions, maintains and modifies electrical equipment, wiring and 

control systems Registration or licensing is required

Electronics technicians help design, develop, test, manufacture, install, and repair electrical and 

electronic equipment such as communication equipment, medical monitoring devices, 

navigational equipment, and computers They may be employed in product evaluation and 

testing, using measuring and diagnostic devices to adjust, test, and repair equipment

A plant repairer/maintainer is a person whose job is to assemble, adjust, repair, maintain or 

install machinery or equipment

An auto electrician is a tradesperson specialising in electrical wiring of motor vehicles Auto 

electricians may be employed in the installation of new electrical components or the 

maintenance and repair of existing electrical components

A boilermaker is a qualified tradesperson in which the primary work is to produce steel 

fabrications from plates and tubes, along with providing specialist welding services

A bricklayer is a qualified tradesperson who lays bricks to construct brickwork

Carpentry is a qualified trade in which the primary work performed is the cutting, shaping and 

installation of building materials during the construction of buildings, timber bridges, concrete 

formwork, etc

There are two types of licences for asbestos removal – Class A and Class B

Class B licence holders are only permitted to perform Class B asbestos removal work, which 

means asbestos removal work (other than limited asbestos removal work) involving the removal 

of:

non-friable asbestos, or

asbestos-contaminated dust associated with or derived from the removal of non-friable asbestos

Class A licence-holders are permitted to perform Class B and Class A asbestos removal work, 

which means asbestos removal work (other than limited asbestos removal work) involving the 

removal of:

friable asbestos, or

asbestos-contaminated dust (other than asbestos-contaminated dust associated with or derived 

from the removal of non-friable asbestos)

Conveyor Belt Technicians work with a range of machinery and polymer materials, including 

rubber, polyurethanes and HDPE Their work involves keeping conveyor belt systems operating

Scaffolders erect, alter and dismantle temporary scaffolding structures that provide work 

platforms and stairway access to building sites

A sheet metal worker is a qualified tradesperson who creates, installs, and repairs sheet metal 

products

Steel fixers position and assemble steel bars and mesh sheeting with ligatures to form 

reinforcement for concrete structures such as concrete slabs, columns, drainage and 

communication pits, walls and concrete barrier structures Steel fixing is the mould created prior 

to pouring the concrete

Abrasive blasting is using pressurized air or water to propel abrasive media against a surface to 

remove coating, corrosion, or contamination

Arborists specialise in the care of trees

A qualified person who constructs temporary or permanent moulds into which concrete or 

similar materials are poured

A mechanic is a qualified tradesperson who performs mechanical work on mobile vehicles and 

plant

A plumber is responsible for installing, repairing and maintaining pipes, fixtures and other 

plumbing used for water distribution and waste water disposal in commercial and residential

Refrigeration Technicians, commonly known as Refrigeration Mechanics, repair, install and 

troubleshoot refrigeration systems They can work on industrial or residential climate-control 

systems, such as HVAC units and refrigerated storage units

A dogman or rigger specialises in the lifting/moving of large and heavy pipes and equipment They 

must work together to ensure the slings are safely placed on the equipment to be lifted and that 

the slings are loaded onto the crane’s hooking correctly A dogman or rigger then directs the 

crane operator by either radio or hand signals to advise him when the load can be lifted and 

moved Although not a physically demanding role, they are required to work on uneven ground 

and are constantly looking overhead watching the crane’s hook

Civil Construction Workers work on civil construction and infrastructure projects performing a 

variety of physical task for example, shovelling, digging, graffiti Removal, General Civil Labouring / 

Maintenance activities

A  person employed to help maintain clean facilities and living areas, crib sheds etc for workers 

and public

Communication technicians install, maintain, test and repair wiring or cable networks, as well as 

consumer or business communication equipment

Pours, spreads, smoothes and finishes concrete for structures such as floors, stairs, ramps, 

footpaths and bridges

A ‘confined space’ is defined as an enclosed or partially enclosed space that:

is not designed to be occupied by a person, and

is intended to be at normal atmospheric pressure while any person is in the space, and is or is 

likely to be a risk to health and safety from an unsafe oxygen level, or contaminants, including 

airborne gases, vapours and dusts, that may cause injury from fire or explosion, or harmful 

concentrations of any airborne contaminants, or engulfment

Demolition workers demolish, dismantle and remove building structures and materials including 

brick, timber, concrete and metal

A Driller's Offsider, or a Driller's Assistant, is someone who helps to set up and operate drilling 

rigs

The Drug and Alcohol Testing (DAT) Officer is responsible for administering drug and alcohol tests 

on specified employees in accordance with relevant legislation and departmental policy 

position wooden, concrete or metal posts and fix them to a base cut panels to size and fix them 

to the posts apply finishes like paint, staining and weatherproofing repair fences and gates

Fire protection officers examine buildings to detect fire hazards and ensure that fire codes are 

met They also commission, install, and maintain fire protection systems and equipment in 

buildings and other facilities



Fire Warden - National

First Aid Officer - National

Fitter (Hydraulic) - National

Foreman - National

Gardener - National

Gas Fitter - National

Glazier - National

Leading Hand  - National

Landscaper  - National

Line Marker  - National

Painter  - National

Pipelayer (Qualified) - National

Plasterer  - National

Roof Cladder - National

Security Officer / Guard - National

Spotter - National

Storeperson - National

Surveyor - National

Traffic Controller 

Waterproofer - National

Welder - National

Welder - Poly Pipe  - National

Yardman - National

The fire warden is often responsible for testing fire alarms and firefighting equipment and 

implementing risk assessment recommendations If there's a fire, the fire warden should assist 

the fire marshal with the evacuation of the building

A First Aid Officer is responsible for monitoring and maintaining first aid facilities in their office, 

administering first aid and assisting the WHS Site Officer (where the WHS Site Officer is not also 

the First Aid Officer), in monitoring and reporting WHS risks and incidents

A Hydraulic Fitter produces and fits parts for hydraulic equipment

The Foreman is responsible for scheduling, co-ordinating and supervising the work of all site 

operatives, ensuring that all work is delivered safely on time and within budget along with 

managing equipment and materials required

Gardeners plant and maintain gardens or other natural landscaping

Gas fitters install, inspect, repair and maintain gas lines and gas equipment

A glazier is a tradesman who works with glass and glass substitutes Tasked with cutting, installing 

and removing glass of all kinds, glaziers install glass into things such as windows, doors, displays, 

storefronts and skylights, among other things

A Leading Hand is an experienced and specialist worker responsible for certain employees or 

processes with limited supervision from management Leading Hands are usually found in 

construction, building, telecommunications, production and manufacturing environments

A landscaper designs, creates, and maintains outdoor spaces such as gardens, lawns, and parks 

Linemakers operate plants to apply markings to roads and other surfaces such as car parks, 

airports and sportsgrounds

A spotter stand near the equipment or vehicle and feed information to the driver, including 

directions and things the driver is unable to see or hear by themselves

Storeperson receive, handle and dispatch goods and products coming into, or going out of, 

stockrooms, stores or warehouses

A surveyor is a professional who is responsible for measuring and mapping different types of land 

and properties They use specialized tools and equipment to collect data and create precise 

representations of the land and property boundaries

Painters apply paint, stain, and coatings to walls and ceilings, buildings, large machinery and 

equipment, and bridges and other structures

A pipelayer (or pipe-layer or drain layer) is a skilled tradesman who lays pipe, such as for storm 

sewers, sanitary sewers, drains, and water mains

A plasterer is a tradesman or tradesperson who works with plaster, such as forming a layer of 

plaster on an interior wall or plaster decorative mouldings on ceilings or walls

A roof sheeter or cladder fixes large weatherproof sheets of different material to roofs (sheeting) 

or walls (cladding)

Security Officers and Guards provide security and investigative services to organisations and 

individuals Tasks may include patrolling property and checking doors, windows and gates for 

unauthorised entry

watching for irregularities

Road traffic controllers direct vehicle and pedestrian traffic in an organised way to ensure public 

safety at construction zones, accidents, public events or other road disruptions Using signs and 

other devices, they manage the movements of emergency response teams, construction workers 

and the general public

Waterproofers are responsible for applying sealants, coatings and other materials to surfaces in 

order to prevent water from penetrating and causing damage

Welding is a fabrication process that joins materials, usually metals or thermoplastics, by using 

high heat to melt the parts together and allowing them to cool, causing fusion

Poly welding is the process of joining thermoplastic polymers, which can be done by butt 

welding, electrofusion and extrusion welding

a person working in a railway or timber yard


